
L E T ’ S  S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D !  

 

 

Diana Berry moved to Jacksonville from Miami to live with her 

brother and try to further her education.  When her brother sud-

denly left town, she found herself without a place to live and 

with nowhere to go.  Homeless, she ended up at the City Rescue 

Mission where she stayed for a week and heard about Commu-

nity Connectionsô transitional housing program.  Eager to start 

her life again, Diana applied to the Davis Center and moved in 

at the end of the week.  Diana was described as a órising starô in 

the program; a self-starter, she quickly moved in and began to 

get her life on track. She attended Everest College and worked 

to get her Associateôs degree in Accounting.  Through college, 

she found employment and started to save money.   She excelled 

at the Davis Center; attended all her classes and always paid her 

rent.  After only year and a half, she was ready to graduate from 

the transitional housing program.  

Diana Berry celebrates Mardi Gras in 

2009 

From Shelter to Success  

Save The Date 

Celebration of Leadership - A 

Tribute to Excellence Our annual 

event will be held Thursday, October 

21, 2010 at the Omni Jacksonville 

Hotel. 

 

Please join us in honoring A. Hugh 

& Susan Green.  Hugh is the Presi-

dent and CEO of Baptist Health and 

Susan is a well known Community 

Leader and Advocate.  Hugh and 

Susan are the 2010 Recipients of the 

Florence N. Davis Community 

Achievement Award. 

 

Janelle Jordan from Scott-McCrae Advertising leads the 

yoga class. 

Diana Berryôs story exemplifies our mission here at Community Connections.  The goal of our tran-

sitional housing program is to help women become self-sufficient, and Diana Berry hit the ground 

running the day she arrived.  Community Connections was able to further assist Diana with the 

Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program.  When Diana found an apartment; the rent, 

security and utility deposits were expensive enough to set anyone back.  People moving out of shel-

ters or transitional housing programs qualify for rapid re-housing, and Diana was the perfect candi-

date.  Even though she was eligible to have three months of her rent paid, after assisting her with 

deposits and her first monthôs rent, Diana said that she no longer needed help.  She is now com-

pletely self-sufficient and on track to receive a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.  In 

less than 2 years, Diana Berry went from a homeless shelter to transitional housing to a permanent 

residence!  

Stretching Bodies and Minds  

This past week at Community Connections 

brought a new and exciting activity for the 

homeless and low-income children at the 

daycare.  Yoga!  Two wonderful volunteers 

from Scott-McCrae Advertising, Janelle 

Jordan and Heather Smith, will be teaching 

yoga to the children every other 

week!  Yoga for children?  Yes!  Although 

it may not seem to be a typical exercise for 

children, yoga has proven to sharpen a 

childôs ability to focus on top if itôs obvious 

physical benefits. Russell Simmons says it 

best, ñJoining the two together, yoga and 

children, is an obvious synergy, because 

yoga is a great physical workout that teaches 

kids, in fact teaches everyone, how to use 

what they already have ð their body, breath 

and mind ð to feel better about themselves, 

to release stress, calm their emotions, and 

increase focus.ò  The kids had a blast!   

Morgan and Morgan, P.A. has been a loyal supporter of 

Community Connectionsô volunteer efforts over the last 

year.  In July of 2009, Sonya Corse contacted CEO, 

Patricia Hannan and asked how the firm could be of ser-

vice. After discussing volunteer options, Morgan and Mor-

gan decided they wanted to help provide backpacks full of 

school supplies for our children.  On the day she delivered 

the school supplies on behalf of the law firm, Ms. Corse 

took a tour of Community Connections with Donna 

OôSteen.  After sharing her experience with her colleagues 

at Morgan and Morgan, a relationship was born. 

Several women from Morgan and Morgan, including Ms. Corse and Michelle Taylor, the Human 

Resources Manager, have gone above and beyond helping the women and children that Commu-

nity Connections serve.  They have provided support for numerous events: Thanksgiving (15 bas-

kets, with Ham included!), Holiday sponsorships, Holiday party for the Davis Center, Easter Bas-

kets (100 total), and for their next endeavor  they will Adopt-a-Room in the transitional housing 

facility at 325 East Duval Street. 

                  

Morgan and Morgan has done so much to support Community Connections!  Thank you, Morgan 

and Morgan, for everything you have done and continue to do!!! 

  

If you are interested in volunteering for Community Connections, call or email Donna 

OôSteen.   #904-350-9949. 

Thanks to our Volunteers!  

We wanted to share some of the latest news and stories from Commu-

nity Connections with you.  Thank you for your continued support; 

we could not do it without you!  

P.O. Box 41086 | Jacksonville, FL 32203  
327 E. Duval Street | Jacksonville, FL 32202  

gfrazier@communityconnectionsjax.org  | 904.350.9949  
www.communityconnectionsjax.org  
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